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Phoenix Forward is a collaborative, strategic 

approach to economic development 

designed to grow and retain existing 

businesses in Arizona. The partners, which 

include the Arizona Commerce Authority, 

City of Phoenix, Greater Phoenix Chamber 

of Commerce and Maricopa County, conduct 

outreach visits to companies poised for 

growth. The partners coordinate their 

outreach efforts to maximize the number of 
companies the program reaches.  

Greater Phoenix Chamber Foundation 

(GPCF) carries out the charitable and 

education objectives of the Chamber 

to promote economic prosperity and 

quality of life for the greater Phoenix 

region. Through workforce development 

efforts, GPCF serves as a link between 
industry and education, ensuring that 

individuals in the Greater Phoenix region 

have access to a high-quality, affordable 
education and related job training in 

these industries: 

• Compliance and Risk Management

• Construction

• Cybersecurity 

• Financial Services

• Health Care – Hospitals 
 
This quarterly report is a result of the 
coordinated and collaborative outreach 
conducted by its partners from July 2017 
through September 2017 and reflects the 
industry intelligence shared by companies 
during this period on planned expansion 
and job creation for the upcoming year.

Sector                                         Number of Visits

Advanced Business & Financial Services ... 38

Bioscience ...................................................... 12

Health Care .....................................................37

Transportation & Logistics........................ 36

Construction  ................................................. 23

Manufacturing ...............................................67

Retail  ...............................................................26

Other  .............................................................. 54

New jobs

approximately 

80%

For more information, visit www.phxforward.com

of new jobs come from  
existing companies

busiNess outreach Visits 293

*Other includes business sectors with fewer than 20 visits.
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“we are leading the way in construction trade 
workforce development, building collaboration 
between business, education, and workforce de-
velopment to address the growing skills gap that 
is slowing our economic growth.”

–  Mike brewer 
the brewer companies 

co-chair, construction workforce collaborative

july 2017 – septeMber 2017

company expansions 
This is a sample of the companies  
visited that are looking to  
grow and expand:

•	 VisionGate

•	 Integrated Medical Services

•	 WebPT



payroll added to 
the ecoNoMy

New buildiNg  
expaNsioN 

$39.2 MillioN

$48.7 
MillioN

other sectors = $9.5 million

the Phoenix Forward partners worked individually and in teams to support the 
expansion of existing businesses in the region. during these visits, companies 
indicated the following anticipated growth: 674 new jobs representing  
$48.7 million in payroll, $40.5 million in capital investment, and 319,500  
square feet in new building space.

aNticipated growth 

The numbers below reflect updated figures that were reported as a result of follow-up 
to previous visits.

Advanced Business  
& Financial Services

Bioscience 

Health Care 

Transportation  
& Logistics 

Other Sectors

projected aVerage wage oF New jobs   

$92,000

$105,000

$63,000

$60,000

$44,000

NuMber oF projected New jobs  

total projected New jobs all sectors:       674
Advanced Business  
& Financial Services

Bioscience 

Health Care 

Transportation  
& Logistics 

Other Sectors

109

141

151

137

136

98%
of companies rated 

the business climate 
as excellent or good

Planned capital 
investment of 

$40.5 million 
in the next year

9 of 10
companies project 

revenues to increase 
in the coming year

total 
319,500 square feet

Phoenix Forward sectors 

61,500 square feet 

other sectors 

258,000 square feet 



FouNders

trustees

patroNs 

leaders supporters 

chaMpioNs 

Bank of Arizona

Delta Dental of AZ

Dignity Healthcare

DMB

Freeport-McMoRan Inc.

HonorHealth  

KPHO CBS 5

Mercy Care Plan

Snell & Wilmer

Southwest Gas

Sunstate Equipment Co.

The Weitz Company

Wells Fargo Bank

Alliance Bank

Merchants Information 

Solutions

Polsinelli

Quarles and Brady, LLP

Republic Media

Sundt Construction

Community Tire Pros

Ernst & Young

Mercy Maricopa

Off Madison Ave.

iNVestors 

coNtact us 

jennifer Mellor
Vice President of  

Economic Development

jmellor@phoenixchamber.com
602.495.6491

201 N. Central Ave. 27th Floor 
Phoenix 85004

phxforward.com

Kevin sullivan
Senior Vice President,  

Business Attraction and Expansion

kevins@AZcommerce.com
602.845.1261 

118 N. 7th Ave. Suite 400 
Phoenix 85007

azcommerce.com

shelby l. scharbach
Assistant County Manager,

Chief Financial Officer

sscharba@mail.maricopa.gov
602.506.3545 

301 W. Jefferson St. 10th Floor 
Phoenix 85003

maricopa.gov

Michelle t. pierson
Deputy Economic Development Director 

michelle.pierson@phoenix.gov
602.256.5656  

Community and Economic Development  
200 W. Washington St. 20th Floor 

Phoenix 85003

phoenix.gov/econdev


